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Logline:

Synopsis:

Two brothers flee home during the Nazi regime.
Generations later, their granddaughter weaves a
dreamlike story of the untold past crossing into the

present.

“I  will take your shadow” is an experimental
autobiographical animated film consisting of hundreds
of hand-made monotype drawings and prints that have
been digitally combined and manipulated. In the years
1939-1940, the two brothers Jancsi and Bandi were
forced to leave Vienna while fleeing the Nazi regime.
They sailed for a few months aboard the refugee ship
Darien |l in a desperate search for a safe home and
arrived at what was known as British Palestine. Today,
the director, Jancsi's granddaughter, is lost in her own
dreams, which bring the past of the men in her family
into her everyday reality. The untold transforms into a
search for all that is lost, yet persists and unfolds in its
absence. The film offers a glimpse into a world where
waking and dreaming are equally real, where passed

down stories become a constant reality.



Romania, 1930. My great-grandfather, a respected pediatrician, dies
suddenly at age 50 from a brain stroke, leaving behind his wife and
two sons: Jancsi (17) and Bandi (13). Shortly after, Bandi, upon
returning from school, finds the body of his mother who had just

committed suicide and a note saying: “l will take you with me”.

Within a year, Jancsi goes to Vienna where he studies medicine and
starts a family, while Bandi, a gifted pianist, stays in Romania. A few
years later, Jews everywhere are being persecuted against and
deported as WWII and the Holocaust shatters my grandparents’ world
once again. The two brothers are forced to flee and find a place
aboard Darien 1l, a shabby small refugee ship with hundreds of
desperate passengers journeying towards British Palestine. My
grandfather joins with his wife, my grandmother, and together they
raise a family of four children. 20 years later, Bandi (now my father’s
beloved uncle) fulfils his mother’s cruel “testament” and commits

suicide, continuing the family destiny of violent losses and pain.



As if my family’s history is not heavy enough to deal with, reflecting on
the wider picture of history, | realize that in the fulfillment of my
grandparents’ naive quest for refuge and home, they unwillingly
became involved in the Jewish-Arab conflict. They found a “home” in
the land which was established as the State of Israel in a bloody war,
where in 1948, nearly a million Arabs were deported and hundreds of
their villages destroyed, thus transferring the historic waves of
suffering and injustice from people to people, from generation to
generation. In the midst of this spider web-like crossing of land and
history, the outlines between the personal and communal are also

blurred. In the middle is one word: home.

This film is not a historic research, rather a contemplation on loss and
trauma, both personal and collective. It is a patchwork of memories,
imagination and dreams, as well as observations about the contents

of consciousness, world view, and memory.



“l will take your shadow” was created in my bedroom, based on many
hundreds of hand-made black and white monotype prints, processed
later through the animation software Adobe After Effects. The
collaboration with musician and sound designer Moses was a crucial
part of composing the film. We began by discussing the subject of the
film, my family’s history, which resonated with aspects of his family’s
history. As a work of two people, it was produced with almost no
means, as privately as possible, in an endeavor to create an intimate

and honest representation of an inner world.
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Through interdisciplinary artistic practices of cinema, illustration and
storytelling, Ayala Shoshana Guy’s work initiates movement of de- and
re-construction across personal, familial and national narratives.
Receiving her BfA from Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design
(Jerusalem) and her Meisterschueler degree from the Academy of
Visual Arts (Leipzig) under the tutelage of Professor Clemens von
Wedemeyer, she is a recipient of the DAAD Study Scholarship for
Foreign Graduates in the field of Arts (2018-2021) and the
Meisterschiiler*innen-Preis der G2 Kunsthalle (2021). Her
experimental animation film "I will take your shadow" (2022), received
the Jewish Film Institute San Francisco completion grant (2021).
Currently living between Leipzig and Passau, creating solo and

collaborative projects, her work expands through the subjects of

trauma, loss and memory of the body.
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